Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / July 10

for the decisions we make in life. If you're
fortunate enough to be a mother or a dad,
you are responsible for loving your child with
all your heart and all your soul. If you're wor-
ried about the quality of the education in the
community in which you live, you're respon-
sible for supporting the teachers and the
schools. If you're a CEO in corporate Amer-
ica, youre responsible for telling the truth
to your shareholders and your employees.
And in this new responsibility society, each
of us is responsible for loving our neighbor
just like we’d like to be loved ourselves.

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet
times in the life of a nation when little is
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those
times. You and I are living in a period when
the stakes are high and the challenges are
difficult, a time when resolve is needed.

None of us will ever forget that week when
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins
of the Twin Towers. I'll never forget that day.
There were workers in hardhats shouting at
me, “Whatever it takes!” I remember looking
in the eyes of those firefighters and police-
men, and a guy looked at me and said, “Don’t
ever let me down.”

As we all did that day, these men and
women searching through the rubble took it
personally. T took it personally. I have a re-
sponsibility that goes on. I will never relent
in bringing justice to our enemies. I will de-
fend the security of America, whatever it
takes.

In these times, I've also been a witness
to the character of this Nation. I've seen the
unselfish courage of our troops. I've seen the
heroism of Americans in the face of danger.
I've seen the spirit of service and compassion
renewed in our country. We've all seen our
Nation unite in common purpose when it
mattered most.

We'll need all these qualities for the work
ahead. We have a war to win, and the world
is counting on us to lead the cause of free-
dom and peace. We have a duty to spread
opportunity to every part of America. We will
make America safer, stronger, and better.
This is the work that history has set before
us. We welcome it. And we know that for
our blessed country, the best days lie ahead.
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God bless. Thank you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 6:02 p.m. in the
Toyota Arena at the York Fair and Expo Center.
In his remarks, he referred to Joe Paterno, head
football coach, Pennsylvania State University;
Scott Paterno and Charles W. Dent, candidates
for Pennsylvania’s 17th and 15th Congressional
Districts, respectively; Alan Novak, chairman, Re-
publican State Committee of Pennsylvania; and
entertainers the Oak Ridge Boys and the Matt
Goss Band. This item was not received in time
for publication in the appropriate issue.
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July 10, 2004

Good morning. The United States Senate
this past week began an important discussion
about the meaning of marriage. Senators are
considering a constitutional amendment to
protect the most fundamental institution of
civilization and to prevent it from being fun-
damentally redefined.

This difficult debate was forced upon our
country by a few activist judges and local offi-
cials, who have taken it on themselves to
change the meaning of marriage. In Massa-
chusetts, four judges on the State’s highest
court have ordered the issuance of marriage
licenses to applicants of the same gender. In
San Francisco, city officials issued thousands
of marriage licenses to people of the same
gender, contrary to the California Family
Code. Lawsuits in several States including
New Jersey, Florida, Nebraska, and Oregon
are also attempting to overturn the tradi-
tional definition of marriage by court order.

In 1996, Congress overwhelmingly passed
the Defense of Marriage Act, and President
Clinton signed it into law. That legislation
defines marriage, for purposes of Federal
law, as a union between a man and a woman
and declares that no State is required to ac-
cept another State’s definition of marriage.
Yet an activist court that strikes down tradi-
tional marriage would have little problem
striking down the Defense of Marriage Act.
Overreaching judges could declare that all
marriages recognized in Massachusetts or
San Francisco be recognized as marriages ev-
erywhere else.

When judges insist on imposing their arbi-
trary will on the people, the only alternative
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left to the people is an amendment to the
Constitution—the only law a court cannot
overturn. A constitutional amendment
should never be undertaken lightly. Yet to
defend marriage, our Nation has no other
choice.

A great deal is at stake in this matter. The
union of a man and woman in marriage is
the most enduring and important human in-
stitution, and the law can teach respect or
disrespect for that institution. If our laws
teach that marriage is the sacred commit-
ment of a man and a woman, the basis of
an orderly society, and the defining promise
of a life, that strengthens the institution of
marriage. If courts create their own arbitrary
definition of marriage as a mere legal con-
tract and cut marriage off from its cultural,
religious, and natural roots, then the meaning
of marriage is lost and the institution is weak-
ened.

The Massachusetts court, for example, has
called marriage “an evolving paradigm.” That
sends a message to the next generation that
marriage has no enduring meaning and that
ages of moral teaching and human experi-
ence have nothing to teach us about this insti-
tution. For ages, in every culture, human
beings have understood that traditional mar-
riage is critical to the well-being of families.
And because families pass along values and
shape character, traditional marriage is also
critical to the health of society. Our policies
should aim to strengthen families, not under-
mine them. And changing the definition of
traditional marriage will undermine the fam-
ily structure.

On an issue of this great significance, opin-
ions are strong and emotions run deep. All
of us have a duty to conduct this discussion
with civility and decency toward one another.
All people deserve to have their voices heard.
And that is exactly the purpose behind the
constitutional amendment process. American
democracy, not court orders, should decide
the future of marriage in America.

The process has now begun in the Con-
gress. I urge Members of the House and Sen-
ate to pass and send to the States for ratifica-
tion an amendment that defines marriage in
the United States as a union of a man and
woman as husband and wife.

Thank you for listening.
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NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
July 9 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 10. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on July 9 but was embargoed for
release until the broadcast. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Remarks at the Oak Ridge National
Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee

July 12, 2004

Thank you for the warm welcome. I realize
the Y-12 National Security Complex doesn’t
get a lot of visitors—[laughter]. Thanks for
the special arrangements. I'm also glad to
have the opportunity to thank each one of
you for the vital work you do here. And
please pass the word to your fellow employ-
ees, many of whom were waving, I want you
to know, as we drove in, for which I'm thank-
ful. The Nation counts on your great exper-
tise and your professionalism in producing,
protecting, and maintaining material that is
critical to our security. America is safer be-
cause of your service at Oak Ridge. You need
to know our Nation is grateful for that serv-
ice.

I appreciate our Secretary of Energy,
Spence Abraham. He traveled with me today.
Thank you, Mr. Secretary, for your service.

I want to thank Jeffrey Wadsworth, who’s
the Director of Oak Ridge National Labora-
tory. It’s not the first time I have met Jeffrey.
I appreciate Jon Kreykes. I want to thank
all the people who helped make this visit a
successful visit.

I want to thank Senator Lamar Alexander,
the other Members of the United States
Congress who are traveling with us today—
strong supporters, by the way, of Oak Ridge.

I appreciate the mayor being here, David
Bradshaw. Mr. Mayor, appreciate you taking
time to come. I want to thank my fellow citi-
zens for giving me a chance to come and
visit.

I've just had a close look at some of the
dangerous equipment secured in this place.
Eight months ago, the centrifuge parts and
processing equipment for uranium were
5,000 miles away in the nation of Libya. They



